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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to connnnunication(s) filed on 22 October 2004 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-2 and 4-18 is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s)i4i/8 is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1,2 and 4-13 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n C!aim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n\ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 2616 

DETAILED ACTION 
New Art Unit 

1. Please include the new Art Unit 2616 in the caption or heading of any written or 
facsimile communication submitted after this Office Action because the examiner, who 
was assigned to Art Unit 2615, will be assigned to new Art Unit 2616. Your cooperation 
in this matter will assist in the timely processing of the submission and is appreciated by 
the Office. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-2 and 4-13 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3- The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4- Claims 1-2 and 4-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ichimura (6,188,831). 

Regarding claims 1 and 4, Ichimura discloses an image processing device and 
method for processing images which are recorded in a recording medium (Col 5, lines 
23-26 "the data storage apparatus includes a compression device for reading and 
compressing the time-series data which is stored") comprising: 
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• an indicator which commands a processing to be executed for the image (Col 
13, lines 61-63 "a compression trigger timing signal that is the impetus for 
starting the... compression of the image data"); 

• a controller which sets up rank data in accordance with a number of times the 
processing is commanded by the indicator (Col 18, lines 52-55 "data... are 
compressed when the level of importance is low [such as when a preset time 
has elapsed since the data was stored]" This determination of the oldest 
records having the lowest importance is a ranking data, and the passage of 
units of time meets the broadly claimed number of times of "processing"); 

• a deletion directional member which directs to delete the image recorded in 
the image recording medium (Col 18, lines 52-57 "data... are compressed... so 
as to form empty capacity in the memory of the time-series data storing 
section"); 

• a compressor which compresses the image instead of deleting the image 
when the deletion directional member directs to delete the image (Col 18, 
lines 52-55 "data... are compressed when the level of importance is low [such 
as when a preset time has elapsed since the data was stored]"); and 

• a recorder which stores the compressed image (Col 18, lines 56-57 "Time- 
series data storing section"). 

Regarding claim 2, Ichimura discloses an image processing device wherein the 
compressor alters a compression rate of the image based on the data (Col 5, lines 28- 
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30 "the time-series data in other intervals are compressed by a different compression 
rate or a compression system based on the correspondence-relationship"). 

Further regarding claim 2, if the original data is not deleted after recompression, 
no storage space is gained. The function of erasing data in order to free up storage 
space is considered an inherent requirement of any device attempting to gain storage 
space by compressing existing data. 

Regarding claims 5, 8, 10, and 12, Ichimura discloses a device and method for 
processing images which are recorded in a recording medium comprising: 

• an indicator which commands a processing to be executed for the image (Col 
19, lines 17-18 "the compression process start request is generated"); 

• a recorder which records a time when the indicator commands a processing 
(Col 17, lines 50 "The time data storing section"); 

• a timer which measures an elapsed time since the time of the processing (Col 
17, lines 61-66 "the time data storing section outputs the compression start 
command... after the audio data and the image data have been recorded in 
the time-series data storing section has reached a preset time"); and 

• a controller which changes a compression rate, which is set in accordance 
with rank data for the image based on an output from the timer (Col 18, lines 
52-55 "data... are compressed when the level of importance is low [such as 
when a preset time has elapsed since the data was stored]" and Col 24, lines 
33-38 "during compression of the image data... the compression ratio... is 
dynamically changed") wherein the rank data is set according to a number of 
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times the processing to be executed for the image is commanded by the 
indicator (This determination of the oldest records having the lowest 
importance is a ranking data, and the passage of units of time meets the 
broadly claimed number of times of "processing"). 
Regarding claim 6, Ichimura discloses an image processing device comprising: 

• a detector which detects that the indicator gives no command for a 
predetermined time or more based on the output from the timer (Col 17, lines 
61-66 "the time data storing section outputs the compression process start 
command... when the elapsed time... after the audio data and image data 
have been recorded in the time-series data storing section has reached a 
preset time"); and 

• the controller which controls so as to increase the compression rate based on 
the output from the detector (Col 24, lines 33-38 "during compression of the 
image data... the compression ratio... is dynamically changed"). 

Regarding claim 7, Ichimura discloses an image processing device wherein the 
controller sets up lower rank data for the image when the indicator gives no command 
for a predetermined time or more based on the output from the timer (Col 17, lines 61- 
66 "the time data storing section outputs the compression process start 
command. ..when the elapsed time. ..after the audio data and image data have been 
recorded in the time-series data storing section has reached a preset time"). 

Regarding claim 9, Ichimura discloses an image processing method further 
comprising a step of setting up a higher compression rate when it is detected that no 
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command is given for a predetermined time or more (Col 17, lines 61-66 "the time data 
storing section outputs the compression process start command... when the elapsed 
time... after the audio data and image data have been recorded in the time-series data 
storing section has reached a preset time" and Col 24, lines 33-38 "during compression 
of the image data... the compression ratio... is dynamically changed"). 

Regarding claims 11 and 13, Ichimura discloses an image processing method 
and device wherein the rank value is set up in accordance with the command from the 
indicator (Col 17, lines 61-66 "the time data storing section outputs the compression 
process start command... when the elapsed time... after the audio data and image data 
have been recorded in the time-series data storing section has reached a preset time"). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5- Claims 14-18 are allowed for the reasons of record. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 



Application/Control Number: 09/251 ,403 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2616 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James A. Fletcher whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-7377. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:45AM - 5:45PM M-Th, first 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached at (571 ) 272-7375. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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Washington, DC 20231 



or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only). 
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